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Singing Round the Christmas Tree 
 

 

 

Why not take a break from the hectic run up to Christmas and come and join us for a traditional 

pre-Christmas celebration with fellow villagers.  This year our Christmas celebrations will take place 
on Monday 19th December at 7.00 pm.   
 

As you will all know the renovations on Memorial Shelter are underway and should be finished by 

Christmas.  However, as access to the Shelter will be closed until then, the Parish Council will not be 
able to site a tree in Memorial Gardens for us to sing round this year.  We did look at alternative 

sites for the Christmas Tree but due to lack of infrastructure, we made the decision not to provide a  

tree this year.  This was a hard decision but will only happen this year - next year there will be a tree in Memorial 
Gardens as usual.  As a result, The Fishpond has kindly agreed for us to sing round their tree.  We will have the usual 

musical accompaniment by John Phillips and Gerry Kreibich.  Afterwards refreshments will be provided by the Parish 
Council in The Fishpond.  Make a note of the date and the new venue. 
 

Matlock Bath In the Future 
 

After a few minor delays, the final report and plan from Derby University is ready for publication. It was adopted by the 
Steering Group at their meeting on 28th November and can be found on the website at 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   It consists of a 23 page report on the investigation the university tourism 

department carried out and then a 5 page implementation plan.   If you do not have access to the internet, please 
contact the Clerk as paper copies are available.   
 

The main recommendations in the report are as follows: 
 

 Establish a Community Interest Company (CIC) to implement the Development Plan  

 Consult with Residents, Local Businesses, Councils and Organisations 

 Develop a Marketing Strategy, Marketing Plan and Establish a Brand 

 Improve communication 

 Preserve the Public Realm and Natural Environment 

 Improve Access and the Tourism Infrastructure 

 Engage with Local Businesses and form a Traders’ Association 

 Encourage business development and attract new businesses to the village 

 Improve the economic impact of visitors 

 New Product Development 

 Telling the Story of the Village 

 Connecting the Tourism Offer 
 

A full explanation of these points is in the report.  At a Steering Group meeting this morning (28th November), it was 

decided to proceed with setting up a Community Interest Company to take the project forward.  This vehicle will enable 
us to apply for the funding necessary to implement many of the recommendations.  It is hoped that this company will 

still have the Steering Group to help and advise.  All current stakeholder supporters of the project will continue to be key 

and they will be kept informed via all the usual channels - Newsletter, website, email, Facebook.  Their expertise and 
interest will remain of crucial importance to the project’s implementation and success.  Notes of all meetings will 

continue to be published on the website and, when appropriate, open meetings will be arranged for the exchange of 
views and ideas.  The Steering Group will meet again early in the New Year to take the idea of forming the CIC forward.  
 

If you are not already a supporter of the project, you can go to the website and sign up there.  If you do not have 

access to the internet, contact the Clerk.  This project is crucial to the shaping of the future for our village so it is 
important that you are part of it.  We need to know your views on the plan.  You can e-mail those views to 

intothefuture@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or send them in writing to the Clerk – address at the end of this 

Newsletter. 
  

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:intothefuture@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Pro Loco Art and Photography Competitions 2016 – Cllr Lorraine Keeble 
 

What an exciting and creative time the village has had this Autumn!  This year, alongside the illuminations, both Art and 
Photography competitions were held in October and once again we were amazed at how much talent they attract in all 

age categories.  It seems with each year both competitions grow in popularity and standard.  
 

 
 

1st Prize – Jonathan Shepherd 
 

 

The Art Competition, now in its 37th year, took place first and attracted 
19 adult entries and 37 in the children’s categories.  We were delighted to 

see various media used to create some stunning work, all depicting 

scenes of Matlock Bath.  The entries were all displayed in the Pump Room 
of the Grand Pavilion on Saturday 8th October when, as usual, we asked 

for the public to vote for their favourite work in each age category. 
 

This year’s adult winner, together with all previous winners can be seen in 
the Conference Centre at Masson Mills.  Anyone wishing to see the 

exhibition can contact Masson Mills direct.  
 

1st Prize – Jonathan Shepherd, 2nd Prize – Penny Piggott, Joint 3rd Prize – 

Sarah Parkin & John Moseley 
 

 
1st and 2nd prizes were sponsored by Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson 

Mill. 
 

Other prizes awarded included – Most Creative and Innovative, Highly 
commended was awarded to Jasmin Lambley for her wonderful pencil 

drawing.  The Parish Council award went to John Buckland who 

produced a beautiful pencil drawing of Memorial Gardens including the 
war memorial.   

 
2nd Prize went to Penny Piggott.  Penny produced a lovely and creative 

3D model of Matlock Bath Railway Station. 
 

 
 

2nd Prize – Penny Piggott 

 
 

1st Prize (Infants) – Toby Kirkland 
 

The winners in the Infants 

Section were: 1st Prize – Toby 
Kirkland, 2nd Prize –  Seth Veasey, 

3rd Prize – Faraday Watson 
 

 

 

 
 

1st Prize (Juniors) – Lily Lockett 
 

The winners in the Junior Artist category were: 

1st Prize – Lily Lockett, 2nd Prize – Noah 
Whitehead, 3rd Prize – Gaby Wolfenden  

 

 
 
1st Prize (Secondary) – Izzy Edwards 

 
Overall, 312 votes were cast in 

each section to choose the 
winners. 
 

The Photography Competition, in its 7th year, was held later in the month with voting 

taking place, again in the Pump Room of the Grand Pavilion on Saturday 22nd October.  
We had a bumper entry of outstanding shots this year with 199 entries, shortlisted with 

extreme difficulty to 77.  We are extremely grateful to local photographer, Robert Morris, 
for his help in shortlisting the entries again.  
 

The winners this year were: 
 

1st Prize – Carl Harvey, 2nd Prize – Sam Devonport, 3rd Prize – Mike Swain,  

Best Villager – Peter Keeble.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Carl Harvey – 1st Prize 

 



 Pro Loco Art and Photography Competitions 2016 (cont) 
 

 
 

Photography Winners 

 

The Parish Council Award went to David Smith 
for his picture of Matlock Bath Railway Station. 

 
In the “Best Picture of” categories, winners 

were: 

 
Holy Trinity Church – Nick Lawlor, Heights of 

Abraham – Pauline Dawson, Illuminations – 
Simon Beynon, Masson Mills – Steve Watson,   

Wildlife – Peter Reed, ‘A Hidden Gem’ – Colin 

Smith, Heritage – Rebecca Parker. 

 

In the Young Photographer, winners were: 
Grace Ibberson (1st Prize) and Lucy 

Goodacre (2nd Prize). 
 

This year we invited all winners to an 
Award Ceremony held on 15th November.  

Prizes were presented by Andrew Pugh, 
Managing Director of The Heights of 

Abraham.  He commented on the high 

standard of all the prize winners and the 
work was a wonderful reflection on our 

village.   
 

 
 

Photography Winners 

 
 

Photography Winners 

All those attending enjoyed a light buffet and many commented on how much 
they relished the competition experience.  As well as a bumper entry this year 

we also received an enormous amount of votes – 1589 votes received 

altogether. 
 

All winners from both competitions are listed above but we would like to 
extend our thanks to all those who entered each competition.   
 

The Parish Council is extremely grateful to all our sponsors – Holy Trinity 

Church, Derbyshire Dales District Council (Illuminations) and in particular The 
Sir Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills and The Heights of Abraham.  In 

addition, our thanks go to The Temple Hotel who hosted the presentation 
ceremony. 

 

We are already making arrangements for the 2017 Pro Loco Art and Photography  Competitions so why not start to 

think about entering?  Our village looks stunning all year round, so how about capturing its beauty or character on 

canvas, in a textile piece or perhaps through a camera lens?   
 

There are prizes on offer for all age groups – check out our website for details in the New Year. 
 

To see all of the entries in both competitions, including the winning entries, log on to our website – 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk and follow the links from the home page. 
 

The Great War – Life in ‘The Bath’ Project   

 

 

As reported in the last Newsletter the current Heritage Lottery funded project ended its two-
year life at the end of October.  However, as the Memorial Shelter has been out of 

commission for nearly 2 years now, we have been unable to complete our exhibition of 

information boards there.  We shall do this as soon as we can gain access to the area 
including moving the boards back from the bandstand on Lovers’ Walk.   
 

We hope to have some further news on the project in the Spring Newsletter. 

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Act of Remembrance 2016 
 

 

 

 
On Sunday afternoon 13th November, 

local residents and some visitors 

gathered in the Memorial Gardens for 
the Act of Remembrance.  We were 

joined by cornet player, Matthew 
Heywood, a member of the Masson 

Mills Band, who provided the music.   
 

 

 
Mike Greenan read the names of the fallen and then wreaths were placed – Cllr Jennifer Nettleship laid a wreath on 

behalf of the Parish Council and Noah Whitehead laid a wreath on behalf of the children of the village.  Kevin 
Butterfield kindly read the Exhortation, Commitment and Dedication.  This year we welcomed Sue Sunderland, 

Methodist Local Preacher (in training) to our Act of Remembrance, who led the singing of the hymn, gave a reading 

and led the prayers.   

District Councillor Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

Matlock Bath Music Festival – Apart from talking to individuals in respect of the Matlock Bath Music Festival, this is 
the first opportunity I have had to respond.  
 

First of all a big thank you to all those who e-mailed me to show their solid support for it.  I am always keen to know 

the views of my Constituents, and from both sides of the issue. 
 

As the District Councillor for this area we are always contacted by our Officers in respect of anything planned in the 
Ward. 
 

I have always responded to our Licensing Officer, especially when first asked about the start-up of the Music Festival 

that I welcome and support it, so long as laws and regulations are adhered to.  Like the illuminations, we are not going 

to please everyone and therefore we have to accept there may be complaints and I am sure you will appreciate that 
these have to be responded to. 
 

The Illuminations – I have raised a number of concerns over this year’s event, mainly around crowd safety.  Cllr 

Joyce Pawley and myself have already held talk with our Officers, and a public meeting will be held in the New Year.  I 
will advise the Parish Council on the date of this meeting and it will then be your opportunity to attend that meeting 

and raise any concerns or issues that you might have. 
 

The Police – There is great concern with regard to the fact that Parish Councils are no longer being supported by the 
Police.  We are too often receiving complaints that when a crime has occurred, the Police have not bothered to visit.  If 

you have any issue with this, or wish to pass any experiences or comments then do please contact me. 
 

Memorial Gardens Public Conveniences – Work is on schedule and expected to be completed by the New Year.  

This issue has been a long haul and caused many disruptions and complaints, but at long last it is nearly finished and 
will allow us to use that area of the village once again. 
 

Christmas – We say it every year, but is is a fact.  Where has this last year gone?  My very best wishes for Christmas 

and the New Year to you all. 
 

However, I am making a plea in respect of those who are alone at Christmas and those who have no family.  If you 
know of someone, can you either please think about what you might be able to do.  Just pop round and say ‘hello’ for 

example, or let me know as I have contact details for Charity Organisations who work in this area. 
 
 

Grants Awarded 

 

The Parish Council is pleased to announce that so far this year they have awarded grants to both the Children’s 

Christmas Party in the village and also the Raft Event.  The Parish Council is proud to support worthy causes with their 
grants budget. 

 

 
 



ATM in General Store – Robin Flewitt  

 

Due to the temporary removal of the ATM at 
The Grand Pavilion, Matlock Bath General Store 

has taken the initiative to provide a free 

withdrawals machine within the store. It was 
thought that this would be a very welcome cash 

outlet not only from the point of visitors to the 
area but also a service to the community of 

Matlock Bath. 
 

We hope that the local residents will take 

advantage of this additional service and will also 
encourage footfall into the store by people who 

live in the parish and take a look at the range of 
goods on offer at very reasonable and 

comparable prices to our competitors.  Whether 

you require meat or dairy supplies, bread, 
groceries, household products or greetings 

cards, we have them all.  A large stock of toys 
for all occasions and an extensive gift shop is all 

under one roof so please, take a look around 
when making your cash withdrawal.  
 

The service may be free to use but there are set 

up and on-going costs in providing this service 

and all we ask is that you support our venture 
by making a purchase in order to maintain this 

business acquisition in the long term beyond our 
12 month initial contract.  We always welcome 

your suggestions on new lines and will 

endeavour to accommodate your needs. 
 

Initial feedback has been very positive and for a 
more in-depth view of the goods we offer, 

please take a look at our Facebook page by 
typing in, Matlock Bath General Store and you 

will find an extensive list of the lines we stock 
on your doorstep for your convenience. 
 

  

  

We look forward to welcoming many new patrons through this additional service provided by your local store. 
 

 Creating a New Wildlife Habitat 
 

 
Peter & Sue Dargavel and Mike 

Greenan start the planting of 420 
hedgerow plants on the Wapping 

Nature Reserve. 

 

 

Hedgerows are a crucial habitat for many species of wildlife. Derbyshire is famous 

for its dry-stone walls of which we have a large length on the Wapping Nature 
Reserve so when we saw an opportunity to bring this different wildlife dimension 

to the boundary between the Reserve and the New Bath Hotel we took the kind 

offer from the Woodland Trust to provide us with colourful hedging. 
 

All the plants they have provided are native species – hazel, rowan, cherry, 
dogwood, crab apple and hawthorn and came with support canes and protectors.  

We need to keep the rabbits in the Reserve from enjoying them in their diet. 
 

Now the New Bath Hotel is open, they are starting to renovate their extensive 

gardens.  There is an area known as The Orchard and further to the south 
another area of ancient woodland.   

 

Our colourful hedge will provide us with a natural boundary and improve the woodland landscape.  We have erected a 
support fence with posts and wire to give the young plants the help they need to get established.  Volunteers have now 

begun the task of planting the first 420 saplings from the Woodland Trust which hopefully will complete about half of 
the proposed 200 metre hedge.  We would like to complete the second stage of the project in the Spring.  If you can 

help with this project, please contact Mike Greenan on 01629 582250. 
 



A View from the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

It only seems like a couple of weeks since writing my last View from the Bathchair  yet it is 
over 2 months since penning the last article during the last days of summer.  So much has 

been happening in Parish Council life in this time.  Firstly, we have the Illuminations Village 

Evening and Barbeque at The Temple, the closing of the WW1 exhibition, the judging of the Art 
and Photography competitions, Remembrance and the Presentation Evening. We have had 

meetings of the Steering Group on the ‘Into the Future’  project and, of course, routine Parish 
Committees and Full Council meetings. 
 

You will have read about all of the activities mentioned in this Newsletter but I must personally thank all of those who 

made the Presentation Evening such a success.  This was a new venture but so successful, it must become an annual 

event.  
 

The Parish Council continues to work hard on a variety of fronts in the village many of which are covered in this 
Newsletter.  We do not always succeed – one imminent disappointment being the lack of a village Christmas Tree this 

year, despite our best efforts to get is re-sited.  We are continuing to work with the District Council in attempting to get 
the area in front of the Memorial Shelter turned into hard standing so it can be used for a variety of events.  Although 

small, the Memorial Gardens could become a hub of outdoor activity in the village and, of course, unlike the Derwent 
Gardens is highly visible. We hope to have some positive news on this in the Spring. 
 

I would encourage you to read the article on the ‘Into the Future’ project and if possible go on line and read the full 

report. This is an important document for the village and the Parish Council will do its best to use this plan to take the 

village forward. We will keep you informed as to what is happening and encourage you to be involved.  It is your 
village.  Finally for 2016, we wish you a very happy Christmas and a successful New Year.  
 

New Volunteer Opportunities at Cromford Mills – Arkwright Society 

 

The Arkwright Society is looking for enthusiastic volunteers to join the team at Cromford Mills to support the work in the 
new Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Gateway visitor centre.  Since opening in March, the new visitor centre has 

received great feedback, engaging visitors, groups and children. The audio visual ‘Arkwright Experience’ inside the first 
mill built in 1771 is also a key part in telling the story of Cromford Mill.  
 

As a volunteer you would join an already dedicated team who have a passion for sharing the importance of Arkwright’s 

mill with our visitors. This is a great opportunity to not only develop your history knowledge, but learn new skills in a 

customer facing role and meet new people as you become part of the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site team.  
 

To find out more about volunteering in the Gateway, and any other volunteer opportunities within the Arkwright Society 
including helping with school groups, events and tour guiding, visit the website www.cromfordmills.org.uk, telephone 

01629 823256 or email volunteering@arkwrightsociety.org.uk  

Removal of Telephone Kiosk 

 

The use of payphones has declined by over 90% in the last decade and as a result BT are currently consulting on a 

programme of intended public payphone removals.  There are 34 payphones within the Derbyshire Dales which have 
been identified and proposed for removal. 
 

The payphone by Artists Corner Car Park on Dale Road has been identified as one which will be removed.  In the last 12 

months no calls have been made from it.  If you have an objection to the removal of this telephone box, please contact 

Derbyshire Dales District Council no later than 20th December. 
 

Holy Trinity School 
 

Holy Trinity School has places available for new children wishing to join the school.  If you have any questions or would 
like to have a tour of the school, please contact Holy Trinity School. 
 

The school is currently looking for a new Play Leader (midday supervisor) and relief staff for this role.  After Christmas 

they will also be looking for a new caretaker.  If you would like further information about either of these posts, please 

contact the school – telephone 01629 582862 OR info@matlockbath.derbyshire.sch.uk 
 
 

    

 

http://www.cromfordmills.org.uk/
mailto:volunteering@arkwrightsociety.org.uk
mailto:info@matlockbath.derbyshire.sch.uk


Adoption of Matlock Bath Station 

 

Work continues at Matlock Bath Station by the station adopters.  Earlier this month a beautiful array of winter plants and 
bulbs were planted to ensure there is a lovely array of blooms over the winter and into spring.   
 

After clearing the flower bed in front of the station, shrubs were planted together with a mass of bulbs.  Further work on 

this area will continue into 2017 with further planting to ensure we have a bright and colourful summer. 
 

We are grateful to DDDC who very kindly moved the litter bin which was positioned on the flower bed. 
 

This year we welcomed a new adopter, although not a new volunteer to work on the station.  Anne Wilderspin joined 

the team of adopters. 
 

Illuminations Village Evening & Village Favourite 

 

 
 

1st Prize - Hogwarts 
Express    

 

 

This year’s event on 14th October saw residents of our village come together to see the 
illuminated boats without the crowds.  Weather conditions were great and the boats took to the 

River Derwent so everyone could vote for their favourite boat. 
 

1st Prize went to Hogwart’s Express by the Motley Bunch (Christine Dence, Richard Wood and 
Pete Hartshorn). 
 

2nd Prize went to Dragonfly by Paul Henshall. 
 

3rd Prize went to Somewhere Beyond the Derwent by David Harrison. 
 

This year we also awarded a 4th prize which went to Ship in a Bottle by Michal Hall. 
 

All boatbuilders who did not win a prize were awarded a bottle of wine. 
 

 
 

2nd Prize - Dragonfly 

 
 

3rd Prize – Somewhere 
Beyond the Derwent 

The Parish Council would like to thank the New 

Bath Hotel, High Tor Hotel, China Rose Restaurant 

and Matlock Bath Balti for sponsoring the prizes 
and to Mel & Chris from the Temple for hosting a 

tasty BBQ again on behalf of the Parish Council.  
We would also like to extend our thanks to 

Gulliver’s Kingdom for giving the children of the 
village time free of charge in the NerfZone. 
 

 
 

4th Prize – Ship in a 
Bottle 

 

The Parish Council is appreciative of the boatbuilders for rowing on this particular evening.  The Village Evening is 
arranged for the benefit of our residents and businesses of the village to allow them to view the boats without the usual 

crowds on the weekends.  The illuminated boats are the centrepiece of the illuminations - a unique tradition which must 
be protected.  The boatbuilders must be highly praised for the creativity and hard work in preparing the boats as well as 

the resilience in rowing them every Saturday and Sunday throughout the season.  The Parish Council is proud to support 

them in any small way it can and the awards we give are a small token of our appreciation for all their efforts in keeping 
the tradition alive.   
 

Matlock Bath Venetian Boatbuilders Association – David Harrison 
 

Help! Volunteers required.  Matlock Bath Venetian Boat Builders Association are looking for enthusiastic people to join 
us, to help on the river during the Illuminations season, and to become full members of the association progressing to 

building and entering your own models in future parades / competition.  Any interested people please email David at 
illuminations@david210.orangehome.co.uk or telephone 07870503166. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Advertisements in the Newsletter 

 

Would you like to advertise an activity, business or service in the Newsletter? 
 

The advertisement will appear in one of our quarterly Newsletters and on our website.  For this, we charge a small fee 
which goes towards the printing of the Newsletter.  Depending on space, we may also put it on the Parish Council 

Noticeboard.  For more information please contact the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

 
 

mailto:illuminations@david210.orangehome.co.uk
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


 Our Village Heritage 
 

 

 

With the repair to the Memorial Gardens shelter nearing 
completion – the work should be finished in the New Year - 

the Parish Council are pleased to inform you that they 

have commissioned four large prints of scenes from 
Victorian Matlock Bath.  These will hang in the entrance 

areas of both the ladies and men’s toilets.  
 

As you will see from the ‘Into the Future’ report, one of the 
areas that the village does not communicate well is 

information on its valuable and interesting heritage.  Each  

 

of the prints will have a description and explanation and be accompanied by a present-day photo of the same scene.  
This should then give the visitors to the building an idea of what the village looked like over a hundred years ago and 

enable them to see how it has changed.  Hopefully this will just be the start of a programme of information on the 

heritage of Matlock Bath. 
 

Christmas Church Services 

 

This year’s Christmas services are as follows: 
 

Holy Trinity, Matlock Bath 
 

Sunday 18th December - 6pm  Candlelit Carol Service 

Sunday 25th December - 10am  Holy Communion  
 

St Mary’s, Cromford 
 

Friday 16th December - 7.30pm  Arkwright Carol Service 

Saturday 24th December - 4pm  Crib Service 
Saturday 24th December - 11pm  Holy Communion 
 

Details for the Parish Council 
 

If you need to contact the Parish Council, the first point of contact is the Clerk.  You can contact the Clerk at 
clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 07914 420545, or via the website – 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  The Clerk will respond promptly. 
 

The Parish Council meets every two months.  The next meetings will be held on Wednesday 18th January, Wednesday 
22nd March and Wednesday 24th May 2017.  All residents are welcome to attend the meeting either to raise an issue or 

just to come along and meet your Parish Councillors and listen to what is being discussed.  All meetings start at 7.00 pm 

and are held at The Temple.    
 

Our Volunteers, Supporters & Our Thanks! 

 

The Parish Council is appreciative of all the support it receives from a number of volunteers and supporters who help us 
with the work we do.  From delivering Newsletters, planting trees, working in our Nature Reserve, planting and looking 

after our florals, litter picking, hosting a BBQ, ‘manning the stand’ at our Competitions, sponsoring a prize or 

competition, station adopting or sitting on a Committee and more, we are truly grateful for the work you do. 
 

The Parish Council must acknowledge and thank those organisations who have supported us with the “Into the Future” 
project by generously offering the use of a room for the Steering Group meetings and other meetings and for providing 

refreshments free of charge - The Temple, Masson Mills, The Fishpond, The New Bath, High Tor Hotel, Hodgkinsons, the 
Mining Museum and the Heights of Abraham.  Without this support, we are not sure what we would have done. 

 
It is encouraging to see so many people willing to support the Parish Council and we hope that you will very much wish 

to continue.  There are so many to mention by name but you all know who you are so …. THANK YOU! 
 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!  

 

 
 

 

A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, Derby Road, 
Matlock Bath and printed by Ashover Print 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Telephone: 07914 420545 

mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


 Illuminations Public Meeting 
 

 

 

DDDC has informed the Parish Council that they will be holding a Illuminations 
public meeting in the New Year.  This will be your chance to give your views on 

the illuminations.  A date is not yet known but we will put a notice on our 

Noticeboards at the Pavilion Car Park and at Artists Corner as well as the website 
– www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk as soon as the date and venue has been 

decided.  Please keep checking the noticeboard and website. 
 

 Overgrown Footpaths 

 

 

Can we please remind landowners to check their boundaries and ensure that all footpaths and 

pavements around your property are cleared of your overhanging trees and vegetation before the 
Spring growth starts.  This small thing means so much to those who use these paths and 

pavements.  Politely remind your neighbours if their overhanging trees and vegetation causes a 

problem.  May we remind everyone that dumping cut down shrubbery on a path is classed as fly 
tipping. 
 

As we have reported in previous Newsletters, the Parish Council does work in partnership with Derbyshire County 

Council on footpath maintenance and clearing.  We aim to clear well-used footpaths a few times a year to allow them to 
be used.  If you know of any footpath which requires our attention, please let us know.  This applies to major problems 

such as fallen trees or broken stiles, gates or signs.  If you have a favourite walk in and around Matlock Bath please also 
let us know and we can include it in a future edition of “A View from the Bath”. 
 

Wapping Nature Reserve 
 

We are looking for more volunteers to work alongside our current team in the Nature Reserve.  Work is obviously 
weather dependent but there is always plenty to do.  Volunteers can do as much, or as little work, as they like even if it 

is just an hour or even working on a ‘one-off’ project.  If you would be interested in helping in the Reserve please 

contact the Clerk for further details – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

Heights of Abraham – Job Vacancies 
 

The Heights of Abraham will soon be recruiting staff for next year.  They would welcome applications from local 

residents of Matlock Bath.  For more information check out the Heights of Abraham website: heightsofabraham.com, e-
mail: office@heightsofabraham.com or telephone: 01629 582365 
 

  

 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:office@heightsofabraham.com


County Councillor Report – Cllr Irene Ratcliffe 
 

This month I hope to meet with DDDC, Parish Councillors and Officers with regards to the Conservation Area and 
Advertisements.  This is part of bringing improvements to the street scene in relation to conservation in Matlock Bath. 
 

I am involved as chair of Derwent Valley Rail Partnership discussing with Network Rail the safety of the crossing at the 

Matlock Bath Station.  Some safety measures have been in place but caution when crossing by all and especially children 

who need supervision when crossing. 
 

Having signed and commented on the closing of Bakewell Hospital and Whitworth’s Oker Ward and the 8,000 Petition 
we have another NHS consultation on Children`s Services and Hype stroke provision being moved to Sheffield. 
 

This coming week I will be on the Health Scrutiny Committee looking at the Derbyshire Sustainability & Transformation 

Plans which have only just gone public giving just a month before they are signed off on the 23rd December. 
 

It has been a busy year and here we are, Christmas upon us and a new year just around the corner. 
 

I wish you all a Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year. 
 

Bulb Planting 
 

 

 

The Environment & Conservation Committee agreed at a recent meeting to purchase daffodil bulbs to 

be planted around the village.  We are hoping that these will be planted before Christmas.  If you 
would be interested in helping with the planting please contact our Chair of Environment Committee, 

Mike Greenan, telephone 01629 582250.  Mike will co-ordinate the arrangements for planting and it is 

hoped that volunteers can arrange the planting according to the time they have available.  If you 
have already volunteered, there is no need for you to contact Mike. 
 

Rose Garden 
 

 
 

 

In 2012, to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the Parish Council in 
partnership with Derbyshire Dales District Council created a Rose Garden in 

Memorial Gardens.  It has been well looked after ever since by a local resident.  
Unfortunately the resident is no longer able to do this and we are now looking for 

another volunteer to take over this responsibility.  It is currently cordoned off due to 

the renovations to the Memorial Shelter so it will need some tidying up in the New 
Year.   Just minor clearing, pruning and generally tidying up is required. 
 

If you think it may be something you would like to get involved with please contact 

the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Winter Service Scheme   

 

You may recall that last year the Parish Council joined a scheme operated by Derbyshire County Council called the 

Winter Service Scheme.  This scheme requires volunteers to help keep clear footpaths in snowy weather.  DCC provide 
the Parish Council with bags of salt for the volunteers to use.   
 

Cllr Michael Wilderspin has agreed to act as Snow Warden again this year and will distribute salt to those volunteers who 

sign up and co-ordinate the clearing of snow and ice on pavements with the volunteers. 
 

We do know of many residents in the village who already clear pavements in the inclement weather but by participating 
in this scheme will allow the grit in the yellow bins dotted around the village to be used on the highway and therefore 

reducing the cost to the Council. 
 

Can we also stress to residents that the grit provided in the yellow bins should only be used for the highway and not 

private driveways.  If you wish to grit your own private drive, bags of grit/salt can be purchased locally at a reasonable 
cost. 
 

Volunteers who clear snow and ice will be required to complete a fit to participate form.  If you would like to volunteer 

to clear the pavements near you, please contact the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 07914 
420545. 
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